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E Story of One of the
Greatest and Bloodiest
Battles of the War, Resulting
in One of the Worst of Union
Defeats and the Displacement
of Burnside by Hooker at the
Head of the Army of the
Potomac—Told by the Com-
mander of the Confederate
Left, Against Which the Fa-
moue “Stonewall” Charges
of the Federals Were Directed
—Called by History One of
the Most Dramatic, Gallant,
and Yet Foolhardy Series of
Storming Undertakings of
the Entire War.

By James Longstreet. Lieutenant
General, C. S. A.

N the eariy fall of
1862, a distance of
not more than
thirty miles lay
between the Army
of the Potomac and
the Army of North-
ern Virginia. A
state of uncertain-
tv had existed for
several weeks suc-
ceeding the battle
of Sharpsburg <or

Antietam), fought September 16-17, and re-
sulting 'n ILee's retreat from Maryland
to Virginia, but the movements that re-
sulted in the battle of Frederleksburg
began to take shape when on the 5th
of November the order was issued re-
moving (Gen. McClellan from command of
the Federal forces.

The order assigning Gen. Burnside to
command was received at Gen. Lee's
headquarters, then at Culpeper Court
House, Va., about twenty-four hours
after it reached Warrenton, Va., though
not through official courtesy. Gen. Lee,
on recelving the news, sald he regretted
to part with McClellan, “for,” he added
“we always understood each other so
well. I fear they may continue to make
these changes till they find some one
whom I don't understand.” The Federal
army was encamped around Warrenton
(about thirty-five miles northwest of
Fredericksburg), and was soon divided
into three grand divisions, whose com-
manders were Gens. Sumner, Hooker and
Franklin.
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Lees army was on the opposite (or
Richmond) side of the Rappahannock
river, divided into tweo corps, the first
commanded by .mys=elf, and the second
commanded by Gen. T. J. (Stonewall)
Jackson. At that time the Confederate
army extended from Culpeper Court
House, where the 1st Corps was sta-
tioned) on its right across the Elue
Ridge down the valley of Virginia to
Winchester (about forty miles northwest
of Warrenton). There Jackson was en-
camped with the 2d Corps.

About the 1S8th or 19th of November we
received information through our scouts
that Sumner, with his grand division of
more than thirty thousand men, was
moving toward Fredericksburg. Evident-
ly he intended to surprise us and cross
the Rappahannock hefore we could offer
resistance. On recelpt of the information
two of my divisions were ordered down
to meet him. We made a forced march
and arrived on the hills around Freder-
icksburg about 3 o'clock on the afternoon
of the 21st. Sumner had already arrived,
and his army was encamped on Stafford
Helghts, overlooking the town from the
Federal side.

Before 1 reached Fredericksburg Gen.
Patrick, provost marshal general, crossed
the river under a flag of truce and put
the people in a state of great excitement
hw delivering the following letter:
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“"Headquarters of the
“Army of the Potomac,
“November 21, 1862
“Tu the Mayor and Common Cgeuncil of
Fredericksburg. !

“Gentlemen: U'nder cover of the houses
of your city, shots have been flred upon
the troops of my command. Your mills
and manufactories are furnishing provi-
sions and the material for clothing fur
armed bodles In rebelllon against the gov-
ernment of the United States. Your raii-
roads and other means of transportation
are removing supplies to the depots of
such troops. This condition of things
must terminate, and by direction of Gen.
Burnside [ accordingly demand the sur-
render of your city into my hands, as
the representative of the government of
the United States, at or before & o'clock
rthis afternoon. Falllng In an affirmative
reply to this demand by the hour Indicat-
ed, sixteen hours will be permitted to
efapse for the removal from the city of
women and children, the gick and “""”.“I"
«d and aged. etc., whieli perlod having
«xpicad 1 shall proceed to shell the town.
Upon obtuining possession of the cit)
every necessary means will be taken to
preserve order and secure the protective
operation of the laws and policy of the
['nited States government. 1 am, very
respectfully. vour obedient servant,

‘E. V. SUMNER.

“Brevet Major General, 7. 5. Arnmg

Commanding Right Grand Division.

While the peop'e were in a state of éx-
citement over the receipt of this de
mand for the surrender of their town, my
troops appeared upon the heights opposite
those occupied by the Federals. The
alarmed non-combatants heard of my ar-
rival and immediatelv sent to me the
demand of the Federal general. 1 stated
to the town authorities tnat 1 did not
care to oceupy the place for military
purposes, anrd that there was no reasol
why it should be shelled by the Federal
Wrmy. We were there to protect oud-
selves agalist the advances of the eénemy,
and could not allow the town to be oc-
upied by the Federals. The mayor seil
10 Gen. Sumner 4 satisfactory statement
of the situation and was notified that
the threatened shelling would not take
place, since the onfederates did not pur-
pose to make the town a base of military
operations.
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Before my troops reached the little city,
and before the people of Fredericksburg
knew that any part of the Confederate
army was near, there was great excite-
ment over the demand for surrender. No
people were in the place except aged and
nfirm men, and women and children.
That they should become alarmed when
the surrender of the town was demanded
by the Federals was quite natural, and
& number proceeded with great haste to

board a train then ready to leave. As
the train drew out, Sumner’'s batteries
on Btrafford Helghts opened fire on it
adding to the general terror, but for-
tunately doing no serlous damage.

The spectacle wa nothing. however,
to what v vitne: =244 u ot time af'es

About the 2nth or 27th it became avident
that FFrederickshurg woiuld he the scene
of a battle, and we advised the people
who were still in the town to prepare to
leave, as thev would soon be In danger if
they remalined. The evacuation of the
place by the distressed women and help-
less men was a painful sight. Many were
almost destitute and had nowhere to go,
bat, vielding to the cruel necessities of
war, they collected thelr portable effects
and turned their backs on the town.
Niany were forced to seek shelter in the
woods and brave the fey November nights
to escape theapproaching assault from the
Federal army.

Very soon after 1 reached Fredericks-
burg the remainder of my corps arrived
from Culpeper Court House, and as soon
as it was known that all the Army of the
Potomac was in motlon fer the prospec-
tive scene of battle Jackson was drawn
down from the Blue Ridge. In a very
short time the Army of Northern Vir-
ginia was face to face with the Army of
the Potomar
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At a point just above the town a
ranze of hills begins, extending from
tie river edge out a short distance and
bearing around the valley somewhat in
the form of 3 crescent. On the opposite
side are the roted Stafford heights, then
occupied by the Federals. At the foot
of these hills flows the Rappahannock
river. On the Confederate side nestled
Fredericksburg, and around it streiched
the fertiie Lottoms from which fine crops
had been gathered and upon which the
Federal troops were to mass and glve
battle to the Confederates.

On the Confederate slde nearest the
river was Tavior's hill, and south of it
the now {amous Marve's hill (the scene
of the awfu! charge on the stone wall).
Next was Telesraph hill. the highest of
the elevations on the Confederate side
(later known as Lee's hill, because dur-
ing the battle CGen. Lee was there most
of the time)., where 1 had my headquar-
ters in the field. Next was a declination
through which Deecp Run creek passed on
its wayv to the Rappahannock river, and
next was the gentle elevation at Hamil-
ton’'s crossing. not dignified with a name,
upon which Stonewall Jackson masséd
30,000 men. It was upon these hille that
the Confederates made their preparations
to receive Burnside whenever he might
choose to eross tl.e Rappahannock. The
Confederates were s=tationed as fo'lows:
On Taylor's Hhill, next the river and
forming my left, B, H. Anderson’s di-
vision: on Marye's hill, Ransom's and
McLaws' divisions: on Telegraph hill
Pickett's divisien; to the right and about
Deep Run creek, llood's division, the Iat-
ter stretehing aeross Deep Run bottom.

On the hill oeccupied by Jackson's corps
were the dvisions of A. P. Hill, Early
and Taliaferro, that of D. H. Hill being
in reserve on the extreme right. To the
Washinzton Artillery, on Marye's hill,
was assigned the service of advising the
army at the earliest possible moment of
the Federal advance. Gen. Barksdale,
with his Mississippi brizade, was on
picket duty in fronit of Fredericksbursg
the night of the adv.nce
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The hills occupird by the Confederate
forces, although overcrowned by the
heighits of Stafford, were so distant as
(0 be outside the range of effective fire
by thie Federal guns, and, with the lower
receding grounds between them, formed
a defensive geries that may be likened to
natural bastions. Tavler's hill, on our
left. was unassailable. Marye's hill was
more advanced toward the town, was of
a gradual ascent and of less height
than the others, and we considered it the
point most assaflable and gu;;rdc-d it
accordingly. The events that _full.ﬁ'.\'ed
proved thie correctyess of our opinion on
that point. Lee's hill, near our center,
with ilts rugged sides, retired from
Marve's and, rising higher than its com-
panions, was comparatively safe. £

This was the situation of the 65.000
Confederates masszed around Fredericks-
burg, and they had twenty-odd davs in
which to prepare for the approaching

battle. i
The Federals, on Stafford heizhts,

carefully matured their plans of udvgnn_&
and attack., Gen. Hunt, chief of artiliery,

skillfully posted 147 guns to cover the
bottoms upon which the infantry was
to form for the attack and at the
same time to play upon the Confed-
erate batteriem as circumstances would
allow. Franklin and Hooker had joined
Sumner. and Stafford heights held the
Federal army, 116,000 strong, watching
the plain where the bloody conflict was
goon to be. In the meantime the Fed-
erals had been along the banks of the
river looking for the most avuiinbl_e
points for crossing. The soldiers of botl
armies were in good fighting condition,
amd there was every indication that we
would have a desperate battle. We were
confident that Burnside could not dis-
lodge us. and patisitly awaited the at-
tack. 2
*

On the morning of the 11th of Decem-
ber, 15862, an hour or so hefore davlight,
tiie slumbering Confederates were awak-
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ADVANCE OF

into Frader-
icksburg. The 11th and 12th were thus
spent by the Federals in crossing the
river and preparing for battle.

The morning
was misty,
scured from view,

of Sumner passed over

eventful 13th
and everyvthing
Along the Stafford
were turned upon
us, and on the level plain below, in the
town, and hidden on the opposite bank
ready to cross, were assembled nearly
100,000 men, eager to begin the com-
we grimily

our hills,
onslaught.

everyvthing
enveloped in the thickest fog, and the
preparations for the fight
as if under cover of night.
brought to us the sounds of the prep-
aration for battle,
to the movements of the Federals,
denly, at 10 o'clock, as if the elementis
were taking a hand in the drama abou
to be enacted, the warmth of the sun

Confederate
were stinging the Army of the Potomac
It was terrifie,
little sguad
provoked. The
caught fire in several places, shells crash-
ed and burst, and solid shot rained like
the successive
heard the shouts and

mountain

into a frenzy.
demonium which
Confederates

ened by a solitary cannon thundering on

crashes could be

ECOSNiZe
it of those engaged

Washington Artillery and knew that
1 preparing
the Rappahannock to give us the expect-

the burning
city and flames leaped about, making =«
cens which can

tlie memorv of those who =aw it the mizghty panorama in the valley be-

to the river's
the construction of their

when Barkesdale opened fire with
I were forced to re-

Federals came down
Franklin's 40,000 men, reinforced hy
two divisions of Hooker's grand divl-
=fon, were in front of Jackson's 30,000.
The flags of the Federals fluttered oay -

lv, the polished arms shone brightly in

edge and began

in the midst of all this fury
little brigade of Mississippilans clung
when 1 had
evervthing In readiness, T sent a per-
emptory order to Barksdale to with-
draw, which he did, fighting as he re-
tired before the Federals, who had '\
that time succeeded in landing a num-
ber of their troops.
constructed
molestation, and during the night and
the grand division

effort 1o cross, but each time they were
Mississippians,

with angry desperation, turned
their whole ava'lable forcee of artillery on
of battle. From my place

see almost every

the tumult
on Lee's hill
soldier Pranklin

heights a perfeet storm of shot apd shell,
crushing the
the distance
wasg Jackson's ragged infantry and be-

The Federals then
our position on
avalanche
with their soiled hats and vellow but-
a strikingz contrast to the

following ternut suits,

the Army of the Patomae, Franklin's divivien facing the
nid ceater. 9ith cpiac=) Gitentisg (o r

MAFP OF THE BATTLE OF FREDERICKSBURG, DECEMBER 13, 1862.

The small solid black rectangles indicate the position of the Confedernte army, while the outline rectangles give the positiom of the theee grand divisions of

Confaderate vright, while Sumner's and Hooker's grand divisions were placed to give battle to Lee’s left

BURNSIDE'S ARMY.

handsomely equipped troops of the
Federals.
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About the city, here and there, a few
goldiers could be scen, but there was no
indication of the heavy masses that were
conecealed by the houses. Those of Frank-
lin's men who were in front of Jackson
stretched well up toward Lee's hill, and
were almost within reach of our best
2uns, and at the other end they stretched

out to the east until they came well under

the fire of Stunart’s horse artillery under
Maj. John Pelham, a brave and gallant
officer, almost a boy in yesgrs.

~As the mist rose tlie Conf\lerates saw
tiie movement asainst their N\ght. Mal.
Pe'ham opened fire upon Frani'n's coni-

mand and zave him lively wor which
was kept un untll Jackson orderNl Pel-
ham (o retire.  Franklin then advNaced

rapidiy to the hiill where Jackson's trogps
had been stationed. filling the woods winh
shot as he progressed.  Silentlv Jackso
awndited the avproach of the Federals until
they were within 2ood range, and then he
opencd a terrific fire which threw the Fed-
erals into some confusion.

TLe enemy again massed and advanced,
pressing through a gap between Archer
snd Lane This broke Jackson's line and
thirvatened very  =erious trouble. The
Federals, who had wedged themselves
in through that gap, came upon Gregeg's
brivude, and then the severe encounter
ensucd in which the latter general was
morta.ly wounded. Archer and Lane very
=oon received reinforcements and, rally-
nz, joined in the countier attack and re-
covered the'r lost zround The concen-
tration of Tallaferro’'s and Early's divi-
slons aganst this attacg was tov much for
it, and the ecounter attack drove the Fed-
#rais back to the railrovad and bevond the
reach of our guns on the left.

Some of our troops following up this
repilse cot too far out and were in turn
much discomfited when 1eft to the enemy's
:uperfor numbers, and wera obliged to re-
tire in poor cond’'tion. A Federal brigade
advancing under cover of Deep run was
discrovered at this ime and attacked by
reziments of Pender’s and Laws' brigades,
the former of A P, Hill's and the latter
of THood's division: and, Jackson’'s second
line advancing, the Federals were forced
to retire This series of demonstrations
and attacks, the part'al success and final
discomtiinre of the Federa's, constitute
the hostile movements betweesn the Con-
federate right and the Federal left.
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1 have described, in the opening of this
article, the situation of the Confederate
left. In front of Marye's hill is a pla-
teau, and immediately at the base of the
hill there is a sunken road known as
the Telegraph road. On the side of the
road next to the town was a stone wall.
shouvlder-high, against which the earth
was banked, forming an almost unap-
proachable defense. It was impossible
for the troops occeupying it to expose
more than a small poriion of their
bodies. Pehind this stone wall T had
placed alLout 2,500 men, being all of Gen.
T. B. R. Coblv's brigade, and a portion
of the brigade of Gen. Kershaw, both
of Mcl.aws' division. It must now be
understood that the Federals, to reach
what appeared to be my weakest point,
would have to pass directly over this
will held by Cobb's infantry.

An idea of how well Marve's hill was
protected may be obtained from the fol-
lowing incident: Gen. E. P. Alexander,
my enzineer and superintendent of artil-
lery, had been placing guns, and in going
over the fleld with him before the hattle
I noticed an idle cannon. 1 suggested
that he place it 0o as to aid in covering
the plan in front of Marye's hill. He
answered:

“General, we cover that ground now
s0 well that we will comb 1t as with a
fine tvoth comb. A chicken could not
live on that field when we open on it."”

A little betore noon 1 sent orders to
all my batteries to open fire through. the
streets or at any points where the troops
were seen about the city, as a diversion
in favor of Jackson. This tire began at
once to develop the werk in hand for
myself. The Federal troops swarmed out
of the city like hees out of a hive, com-
ing in double-quick march and filling the
edge of the field in front of Cobb. This
was just where we had expected attack,
and T was prepared to meet it. As the
troops massed before us, they were much
annoyved by the fire of our batteries.
The fleld was literally packed with Fed-
erals from the wvast number of troops
that had been massed in the town. From
the moment of their appearance began
the most fearful eamage,

With o arillts - 1 the front right

—— oes oz minet e brats = =

and left tearing through their ranks, the
Federals pressed forward with aimost
invincible determination, maintaining
their steady step and closing up their
broken ranks. Thus resolutely they
marched upon the stone fence, behind
which quletly waited the Confederate
brigade of Gen, Cobh., As thev came
within reach of this brigade, a storm of
lead was poured into their advancing
ranks, and they were swept from the
field like chaff before the wind.

A cloud of smoke shut out the scene
for a moment, and, rising, revealed the
shattered fragments recolling from their
gallant but hopeless charge. Thae artil-
lery stiil plowed through their retreating
ranks and searched the places of e¢in-
cealments into which the troops had
plunged. A vast number went pell-mell
into an old rallroad cut to escape fire
from right and front. A battery on
Lee's hill saw this and turned its fire
into the entire length of the cui, and the
shells began to pour down upon the Fed-
erals with the most frightful destruection.
They found their position of refuge more
uncomfortable than the feld of the ns-
sault.

Fardiy was this attack off the field he-
fore we =aw the determined Federals
again filing out of IFredericksburg and
preparing for another charge. The Con-
federates under Cobb reserved their fire
and quietly awaited the approach of the
enemy. The Federals came nearer than
before, hut were forced to retire before
the well-directed guns of Cobb's brigade
and the fire of the artillery on the
heights. By that time the field in frni
of Cobb was thickly strewn with the dead
and dying Federals, but again they
formed with desperate courage and ro-
newed the attack and again were driven
off. At each attack the slaughter was =o
great that at the time the third attack
was repulsed the ground was so thlekly
strewn with Aead that the bodies serfons-
Iy impeded the approach of the Federals,
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Gen. Lee who was with me on lees
hill, became uneasy when he saw the
attacks so promptly renewed and pushed
forward with such persistence, and fear-
ed the Federals might break through our
line, After the third charge he said to
me:

“(ieneral, they are massing very heav-
ily and will break vour line, I am afraid.”

“CGeneral,” I replied, "if you put every
man now on the other side of the Poto-
mac on that fleld to approach me over
the =ame line, and give me plenty of
ammunition, I will kill them al!l before
they reach my line. Look to yvour right;
you are in some danger there, but not on
my line. ™

I think the fourth time the Federals
charged a gallant fellow came within 100
feet of Cobb's position hbefore he fell
Close behind him came some few scalter-
ing oneg, but thev were either killed or
they fled from certain death. This charge
was the only effort that looked like ac-
tual danger to Cobb, and after it was re-
pulsed 1 felt no apprehension, assuring
myself that there were enough of the
dead Federals on the field to give me half
the battle. The anxiety shown by Gen.
lee, however, Induced me to bring up two
or three brigades, to be on hand, and Gen,
ixershaw, with the remainder of his bri-
vade, was ordered down to the stone
wall, rather, however, to carry ammuni-
tion than as a reinforcement for Cobb,
Kershaw dashed down the declivily and
arrived just in time to succeed Cobb, who,
at this juncture, fell from a wound in
the thigh and died in a few minutes from

loss of blood.
A fifth time the Federals formed and

coarged and were repualsed A\ gixth time
they charged and weore driven back, aben
night cane to end the dreadful carnage,
ana the Pederals withdrew, leaving the
ba'ttleiield literally heaped with the bodies
their Jdead,
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Before the well directed flre of (“obh =«
brigade the Federals had fallen like tlion
steady dripping of rain from the eaves
of & house. Our musketry alone killed
and wounded at least 500 and thesa,
with the slaughter by the artillery, left
over 7,000 killed and wounded bhefore the
foot of Marye's hill. The dead were pllad
sometimes three deep, and when morning
breke the spectacle that we saw upon
the bhattiefielé was one of the most dis
tressing | ever witnessed. The charges
had been desperate and bloody, but utter
Iy hopeless. 1 thought, as ] saw the
Federals come ngain and agaln to their
death, that they desermved success if cour
age and Jdaring «ouald entitle soldlers to
victoty

Iuring the night a Federal straved be-
yond hils lines and was taken up by someae
qf my troops. On searching him we
found on hls person a memorandum of
Gen. Burnside's arrangements, and an
order for the renewal! of the battle the
next day This Information was sent to
Gen, fLee. and himmedintely orders wera
given for a line of rifle-pits on the top
of Marye s hill, and for other guns to b
Placed on Taylor's hill

We were on our lines before davlight,
anxious to receive Gen. Bumside agal
As the grav of the morning came with
out the hattle, we bhecame more ganxious:
Yet, as the IFederal forces retajned posi-
tion during the 14:h and 15th, we were
nt without hope. There was some litth
skirmi=hing, but it dild not amount to
anvihing. But when the full jight of the
next morning revealed an  abandoned
ileld  Gen, Lee turned to me, referring
in his mind to the dispatch 1 had cap
tured and which he had just reread, and
gaid:  “General, 1 am losing contidenes
in your friend Gen. Burnside.” We then
put it down as a ruse de guerre. After-
ward, however, we learned that the order
had been made in gord faith, but had
been changed in consequence of the de-
moralized econdition of the grand divi
cions in front of Marve's hill. During
tihe night of the 15th the Federal troops
withdrew (to the Washington side of the
rivery, and on the 16th our lines were
re-estabiisned along the river.
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Such was the battle of Fredericksburg
as 1 saw if. After the retreat Gen.
Lee went to Richmond to suggest other
operations, hut was assured that the war
was virtually over, and that we need not
harass our trocps by marches and other
hardships. Gold had advanced in New
York to 20, and we were assured byv
those at the Confederate capital that in
thirty or forty days we would be recog-
nized and peace proelaimed. Gen. Lee
did not share in this belief.

[ have been asked it Burnside could
have been victorious at Wrederickshurg
Such a thing was hardly possible., Per-
haps no general eould have accomplished
maore than Burnside did, and it was pos-
gible for him to have suf¥ered greater
loss.  The battle of Fredericksburg was
a great and unprofitable sacrifice of hu-
man life made, through the pressure from
the rear, upon a general who should have
known better and who doubtless aected
against his judgment.

(Copyrignt. 1911, by the Century Company.)

Experiences of a Trained
Nurse in Washington

HEXN the scr-\nces of a trained
W nurse are needed there is con-

sterngation in the household, not
only called forth by the illness of the
patient, but bhecause the advent of a
nurse is usually looked upon as belng a
nulsance. As some housekeepers put it,
“They just upset the house."”’ They
never look at it from the nurse's point
of view.

For fully fifteen years I have foilowed
my chosen profession—that of a tralned
nurse-and the question most frequently
asked by my friends and relatives Is:
““Are nursee made comfortable at the
Llouses to which they go?’ And 1 say.
most decidedly, “No.”

waduate trained nurses are usually
women of refinement and culture, but by
many of the people who employ them
they are looked upon «zs a *‘sort of upper
servant,”” which naturally does not tend
to harmony or good feeling. And the
real domestics add to the difficulty of the
situation by their dislike to walt upon
those they term “‘lady help.” It would
surprise a4 good many people if they
knew the manner in which nurses ar
treated by prominent men &and women
who should know better.

3
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1 was on an important <aseé s0Ome Years
ago in this city where four nurses were
employed. Our patlient was dangeroush
ill, and we worked night and day, doing
our best to help keep breath In the poor
little woman. Finally the crisis was suc-
cessfully passed, and, our patient on the
mend, we were four happy, tired women.
It was a large house, with many servants,
hut our meal!s were never served on time
and were never hot We never com-
plained about it, as we knew and shared
the anxiety of the family about the con-
dition of our patient., During the first
week of convalesconce we were told that
our patient’'s mother had issued an order
that we four nprses must use the serv-
ants’ entrance. It was too much; with-
in an hour we stru~k.

When the distingnisbed surgeon in
charge of the case, who interfered !n our
behalf, asked our employer what she ob-
jected to in our behavior, she replied:

**Oh, the nurses are very worthy and
painstaking, buot, veally, my front door
is to be used conly by my friends and
equals.”

On another occasion T was nursing a
rather eccentric woman, who lves alone
in a very handsome house. he s de-
voted to cats, gnd owps seven of them.
Three were Angoras, two Malteso and the
others belonged to the back yard variety.
I3ach car had its own basket and rug,
and they were fed on separate plates.
When my patient waz convalescing they
were iiven their meals In the sickroom,
as it amused her to watch thelr anties.
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One day she was dreadlfully concerned
hecause Pueoy Willew refused to eat a
temptinge piate of minced chicken The
butler was immediately sent for, to ex-
plain, if he could, why the cat was not

hungry.

“Sure. me'm,"” he answered, “‘tha* cat's
as cunning as a human be'ng; he knows
there's game a-hangin’ in the ice box,
and is walting for that.”

Now during by ten weeks' residence in
that house I was on night duty, and the
food supplied for my own consumption
was invariably cold mutton, without even
an alleviating pickle. I never had a s ngle
hot meal while I was there. And yvel my
patient is spoken of as one of the most
philanthropic women in Washington.

Many times lazy servants are the direct
cause of some of the unhappy experiences
which we meet with occasionally. When-
ever I think of one such experience, it
gives me the horrors.

My patient was a New York capitallst,
who had come here to rebuild his shat-
tered constitution. I had to be wvery
particular about his dlet. The physician
had qrdered a certain meat bouillon for
him. He positively refused to take any
of the already prepared bouillons; ho 1
had the best cuts of meat sent upstalrs
o whicli 1 smcezed overy bit of julce

there was in them When 1 had finished
with the meat it looked like a chewed
TaE.

My patient Improved rapidly to mv
great delight, but at the end of a month
I was utterly fagged out. Finally I went
to the butlgr and told him I would have
to have more variety in my meals as
minced hiash every day was gelting on my
Nnerves,

The butler, after svimpathizing with me,
tolld me that the cook alwavs took the
meat from which 1 nad extracted all the
nourishment, ard Instead of throwing 1
away, made It into &« hash for my lunch!

-~

One of my most trying patients was a
dear little old lady who wag given to hav-
ing hallucinations. ®ne of them was that
all the pictures on the walls of her bed-
room and boudoir would fall down after
the clock struck 19 at night. We tried to
reason her out of i1, but it was no use.
It they were left on the walls she would
awike soreaming, and when capable of
coherent speech, would declare that the
plctures were falling about her ears,

Finally the doctor sald she had to be
humored. So every night I had to get on
the stepladdor and take down those mis-
erable pictures, and every moruing hang
them up again. [ was indeed thankful
when the old lady was taken to a sani
tarum hy her relatives.

Another patient of mine was possessed
on ihe =ubject of plllows. She kept Ar-
teen on the bed with her: they were all
slzes and shapes

Some months ago L was sent to attend
a case of tvphold fever in Georgetown
When 1 reached the house the front door
was opened by an old colored servant
1 told him who I was, and he politely i1 -
vited me to walk into the parlor.

I reckon it's all right,” he cogitated
“T'll teil ole Miss Did you bring vour
reputation with yvon?"

I could hardly keep from laughing as |
told him that I had.

A nurse meeis with extraordinary ex-
periences, both tragle and comie, In hos=-
pitals as well as in private residences, but
an account of them would fill a volume.

A Real Patriot.

ENATOR LA FOLLETTE once filum-
trated patriotism wtih a telling story.
The scene was a Fourth of July picnia
in a grove on the outskirts of Madi=on.
The eloguent senator said:

“L would bid all these rosy boys [ see
before me to be as patriotic ars a Jad [
knew in my native Primrose.

“This lad was once asked by our Sun-
day school teacher:

*"Who was the first man, Johnny?'

‘ ‘George Washington,” Johnny replied,

“The teacher smiled.

“ *‘Have you forgotten Adam, Johnny™
he =aid, gently.

“ 0, s=ald Johnny, with a sneer, ‘if
vou count foreigners!

Misplaced Credit.

PHILLIPS OPPENHEIM was talk-

e ing in New York eabout literary
popularity.

“Those writers who are unpopular,”
said Mr. Oppenheim, “impute all the hig
successes tno advertising. They give the
author himself no credit; the credit goes
to the publisher's advertisements."”

Mr. Oppenheim lighted a fresh ciga-
retie.

““And that reminds me,” he said—“that
reminds me in its absurdity of a blark-
i«smlth of whom Whistler made an etch-
ng.

!Thn blacksmith. some months later,
came up to town and called at Whistler's
studio in Chelsea.

““*‘Hello, blacksmith!’" said WhisPle-.
“What brings you here?

“ "Why," sald the blacksmith, ‘I heard
as how a prige had been awarded fuor
that there portrait vou made of me, and.
I've come for th: cash.””™




